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One of the many challenges that we face in the fire service is honoring our past. The service is 

driven by the needs of the here and now, preparing for the next emergency or next change 

consumes the focus of our efforts.  We can very easily slip into a “what have you done for us 

lately mode” as we strive to make quality responses to emergencies with so few of us.  When 

we lose sight of the big picture we are doing a great injustice to the history and traditions of 

our past that have brought us through more than a century of challenges, triumphs and 

tragedies and the people who experienced these first hand and passed the lessons learned 

down to us today.  In 2007, our company created a recognition of the great history of this 

organization by establishing a Hall of Fame to honor in gratitude the strong dedicated service 

of those who have earned the privilege to be recognized as members.  We have striven 

through the years since, to expand on that recognition of the service of our members by 

continued research into member activity through the years since 1911 and plucking the 

memories of those folks who have been around awhile both in the organization and 

throughout the town of Chesapeake City.  We acknowledge years of service as well as 

recognize the dedication of members through their emergency responses through the years.  

We are blessed to have written records since the founding.  As the Hall of Fame has grown 

these last 13 years, we were fearing that we wouldn’t be able to recognize any new members 

because of the distance of time and memory for the earlier years.  I had the opportunity to 

run through the written records late last year and was fortunate to be able to bring to life 

many members from the past who are very worthy of recognition in the institution of the Hall 

of Fame, the research continues, stay tuned.  Tonight, I am deeply honored and incredibly 

humbled to stand before you, members and guests,  on behalf of these Hall of Fame 

members in our presence tonight, and introduce to you three individuals who produced a 

lifetime of service to this organization and to the community of Chesapeake City and Cecil 

County and are worthy of enshrinement into the Hall of Fame of the Volunteer Fire Company 

#1 of Chesapeake City Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kathryn Teresa Maloney (nee Schaefer) 

(July 2, 1901 – January 4, 1995)  93 years old 

In the endeavor of honoring our past, we cannot overlook the contributions to it that the 

Ladies Auxiliary of Chesapeake City Fire Company have made.  We have previously enshrined 

6 ladies in our Hall of Fame all of whom were vivid in our recent memory and four of whom 

are still with us today.  In a cursory glance at a list of past officers, several names stood out.  

As I studied the records deeper, the lady I am about to introduce to you leapt from history in 

an almost overwhelming fashion and I can’t help but feel like a forgotten treasure was 

rediscovered and was thrilled, honored and very humbled to learn about her connection to 

our organization. 

 Born on July 2, 1901 to what would become a prominent and iconic 

name in Chesapeake City, Kathryn Teresa Schaefer known to most of us as 

Kitty or Miss Kitty to the younger of us who would have gotten smacked for 

not address our elders properly, was the daughter of Joseph Schaefer and 

his wife Winnifred, founders of the Schaefer enterprises we have known all 

of our lives.  Miss Kitty would become one of the 18 foundresses of the 

Ladies Auxiliary organization.  Hall of Fame member Elsie Staker, in her 

history of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Chesapeake City Fire Company, reports 

that on May 21, 1928 after meeting with the fire company leadership, who 

expressed their need for assistance with their work, these 18 women 

decided to form an organization dedicated to assisting the men in their 

work.  Miss Kitty would become the very first treasurer that night and she 

would continue in that post for the next five years.  The written record 

shows the Miss Kitty was a dynamic powerhouse in those early years, her name appears as a 

volunteer for nearly every committee formed, she advocated for “canvassing” the town and 

the “country” for ladies to join the organization and the works they were engaged in.  She 

was committed to the good works the company and her new organization were performing 

for the community and advocated for the poorer members of the community by encouraging 

the Ladies to purchase and distribute coal in the winter time, the record reflects this “out of 

the box” thinking that appears to have been a characteristic of this remarkable woman 

throughout her life.  After five years in the “books”, Miss Kitty stepped up to the post of 

President of the Ladies Auxiliary in 1933.  Miss Kitty served in this capacity for 8 consecutive 

years from 1933-1940 during which time she oversaw the acquisition of land for the new 

firehouse the community needed and which still serves today as well as astounding growth in 

membership which boasted nearly 150 members, she took a break in 1941 and became Vice 

President during that year, the record reflects a statement that she had to step back due to 

her marriage to John Maloney in 1941 and her responsibilities at home.  However, in 1941 

she stepped in to tend the books for the Cecil County Association due to the recuperation of 

Mrs. Albert Stapp who held the post, Mrs. Stapp being injured in a car accident.  Miss Kitty 

was obviously a vigorous woman, stepping back probably wasn’t really in her nature.  In 1942 



she picked up the President’s mantle for the final time.  She finished her formal leadership 

posts in 1944 with a final year as Vice President.  From 1928, the organization’s formation 

year, until 1944, 16 consecutive years total, Miss Kitty held an elected leadership post in the 

Ladies Auxiliary, a true testament to the respect of her peers and the vision this woman had 

for the good works that were needed. 

What has been presented up to this point is a breathtaking and clear example of “Hall of 

Fame” credentials.  Her service to the Fire Service was broader than her works for our 

hometown organization and must be presented tonight.  While serving as the President of 

the Ladies Auxiliary of the Chesapeake City Fire Company, Miss Kitty was also serving as an 

officer in the State Association of Ladies Auxiliary as a county organizer tasked with 

facilitating the creation of new Auxiliaries.  She formed a Jr. Auxiliary group for young girls 

aged 13-16 years old, although no records exist of this organization that we are aware of.  The 

Midland Journal reports in its December 6, 1940 issue, that Miss Kitty along with Mrs. 

Elizabeth Minker of Perryville were the ladies responsible for bringing the few existing 

Auxiliaries in Cecil County together to form the Cecil County Ladies Auxiliary 

organization which still exists today.  Elsie Staker, in her history, reports that 

the date the coordination concluded was on October 15, 1940 with the four 

existing auxiliaries at the time agreeing to work together as a broader 

organization, with the first meeting of the organization on November 13, 

1940.  Shortly thereafter, Miss Kitty and Mrs. Minker appear in the Midland 

Journal as presiding over the formation meeting of the Ladies Auxiliary of 

the Community Fire Company of Rising Sun.  The term “Foundress” is truly an apt title for this 

remarkable lady.  Union Hospital was also a beneficiary of this woman’s leadership and 

passion for service, Miss Kitty led many efforts to raise funds to support the needs of this 

important component of our greater community of Cecil County, through her leadership, our 

Auxiliary raised money to support a new X-ray machine and to raise considerable sums for 

the new hospital building which many of our Ladies were credited in newspaper articles with 

the fund drive effort.  In the mid 1940’s Miss Kitty’s name began to diminish in the written 

record of our history, and she took on the task of the President of the Union Hospital 

Auxiliary in 1947, a whole new endeavor. 

Hopefully, you can see the dynamic, inspired and driven woman in these 

few snippets of information.  Her family and friends that are still with us 

recall a very lovely and friendly lady who enjoyed life.  Her business savvy 

played an important aspect in the success of the Schaefer family 

enterprises, she was the business manager, the one who kept the books, did 

the hiring and firing, committed to her work.  She was certainly an anomaly 

in the male dominated world of her time, not one to be dismissed.  For me, 

seeing the images that we have left, I see a powerful and beautiful lady with a very endearing 

smile and it has been a very precious experience for me to discover, and it is my great honor 

and deep pleasure to induct Mrs. Kathryn Schaefer Maloney into the Hall of Fame of the 

Volunteer Fire Company #1 of Chesapeake City Inc. 

 



Harold Richard Reynolds Sr. 

(February 16, 1903 – December 30, 1965) 62 years old 

President 1944, 1962 
Vice President 1941, 1943, 1959, 1960, 1961 
Treasurer 1963, 1964 
BOD: 1936, 1937,1938,1940, 1941, 1943-1948, 1959-1965 
Assistant Chief 1943, 1945, 1947,1948 
 

Our next inductee was born on February 16, 1903 to parents living in North East, Maryland.  

Early in his age he came to live with his grandparents in Chesapeake City and 

lived here for the rest of his life.  Employed, like many young men in those 

days, by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, he was a master craftsman and 

fabricator.  Joining the Volunteer Fire Company #1 of Chesapeake City, Inc. in 

1931, his 28th year and one year after his son, Harold Jr. was born, he would 

spend the remainder of his life as an active member, leader and the iconic 

“Carnival Guy” who personified the Chesapeake City Fireman’s Carnival for the span of his 

service to this company and the community.  Harold Reynolds Sr. would serve the company 

as President for 2 years, Vice President for 5 years, Treasurer for 2 years, board member for 

18 years and Assistant Chief for 4 years, in between, Harold Sr. served on countless 

committees and was the staple for the Fireman’s carnival. 

Harold Sr. grew up on Canal Street, neighbors and later friend and coworker of another 

inductee tonight.  In fact, they appeared together in the historical minutes of 

the Ladies Auxiliary as being assigned to be the care takers of the community 

Christmas Tree.  Our Life Member, Lewis Collins, recalls that shortly after the 

Lock Street station was built, Harold Sr. acquired the old Ladies Auxiliary 

meeting house on Canal Street where, according to his grandson he operated 

a store/ice cream shop, in addition to fabricating his carnival rides.  There is 

also a memory of Lewis’s that I did not find in the minutes during the time 

period.  During the war years, Lewis recalls that the company needed a new 

piece of apparatus.  They were able to acquire a chassis for the new piece of 

equipment, but the rationing of metals prevented them from acquiring the materials to 

fabricate the body of the new piece of apparatus.  Harold Sr. was able to create the body of 

this new engine out of wood.  The piece he refers to was acquired and restored by a local 

businessman sometime in the 1980’s the whereabouts of which are unknown.   

The Fireman’s carnival was born long before Harold Sr. joined the company and added his 

indelible imprint on the event and the collective memory of the community of Chesapeake 

City.  Mr. Collins recalls the Fireman’s Carnivals were originally held on Bohemia Avenue on 

the South Side of Chesapeake City, the historical record of the company supports this as 

many of the initial functions and activities were focused on the South Side which is where the 

company was formed and the first fire house was established.  It was at the Bohemia Avenue 



location where Harold Sr.’s first creation was unveiled to the public to great delight.  Lewis 

reports this ride was made up of little cars. 

Local author and life-long resident, Robert Hazel wrote an article several years ago about the 

Fireman’s Carnivals in the 1940’s by which time, were all about 

Harold Sr.’s creations.  Robert’s recollection reflects my own 

excitement of the carnival week from the 1970’s where Harold 

Jr. had by that time taken up the mantle from his father.  Mr. 

Hazel writes “these rides were unique because Harold Sr. 

designed and built them from materials salvaged from area 

junk yards.  I have a vague memory of the rides – black steel 

contraptions – powered by motors with dark, rumbling, well-

lubricated gears and chains.  Mr. Reynolds and his son, Bud, 

had to grease the gears frequently and 

occasionally, a ride would break down 

so that the children would have to wait in line up until Mr. Reynolds 

climbed up into the works to fix the problem.”  This, to me, reflects 

passion and dedication, not only to his craft but to this company. 

Time has robbed us of clear and vivid memories to paint an enduring picture of this man.  I 

have heard throughout my own years of the joy people received by his annual Ferris wheel 

which he designed and built that he would decorate at Christmas time.  The closeness he had 

to his son is demonstrated in the minutes of the company when you encounter carnival 

discussions through the 1940’s and 1950’s as well as the career that he gave to his son with 

the creation of the company Reynolds Rides, grandson Buddy recalls his grandfather being a 

serious man around the grandchildren.  It appears that he 

retired from the Corps of Engineers in his early 50’s and 

travelled with his rides to various venues around the region.  

He was the creator of ferris wheels, carousels, train rides and 

car rides, a creator of fun and memories and his passion and 

vision for these things were evident in the service he gave to 

this company.  In 1965, Harold Sr. was still serving actively in 

the department and on the Board of Directors when he 

received a diagnosis of a brain tumor.  That tumor would 

claim his life on December 30 at the young age of 62 years.  His legacy was carried on by his 

son Harold Jr. or Bud as we all knew him and the men and women of the fire company and 

the ladies auxiliary for many years after. 

Harold Reynolds Sr. committed 34 years of his life to the service of this organization and the 

community of Chesapeake City, MD.  It is my complete and distinct honor to induct Harold 

Richard Reynolds Sr. into the Hall of Fame of the Volunteer Fire Company #1 of Chesapeake 

City, Inc., where he joins his son Harold Richard Reynolds Jr. as a distinguished member of 

this organization. 

 



James Albert Stapp Sr.  

October 30, 1893 – February 20, 1959 (65 years old) 

In the March 25, 1911 issue of The Cecil Whig there is a small paragraph with the headline 

“Steamer’s Pumps and Hose Save Town”.  This paragraph describes the events that led to the 

creation of our department a few weeks later.  In my research, the men of the town rallied to 

the need created by such a desperate and devastating fire and the “near miss” it highlighted, 

thank God for Captain McNamee and his men aboard the Penn 

as well as the several members of Singerly Fire Company 

mentioned in the article for staving disaster.  In the aftermath 

a young man of 18 years, James Albert Stapp answered the call 

with his father, Edward, and became a founding member of 

this department.  In the first few years of his service, little is 

mentioned of him in the record.  He was called to service late 

in 1918 when we are at War in Europe and served his time in the US “for the duration” as 

draftees were informed.  He first appears in the company records beyond his joining in 1920 

and his service from that point on was tireless.   

Albert began his first term on the Board of Directors in 1920 and 1921, then a hiatus from 

leadership occurred as he started his career with Army Corps of Engineers advancing to 

foreman of the carpentry shop, marrying his wife Mildred on October 23, 1924 and starting a 

family with her.  Albert had his first child James Albert Jr. on July 8, 1925 and later his second 

child, Hall of Fame member Paul W. Stapp on November 5, 1928.  Busy times for a young 

man.  In 1931, Albert returned to leadership in the company and continued for the remainder 

of his life, Albert served on the Board of Directors in 1931 and 1932, returning in 1936 serving 

continuously until his death in 1959, a total of 33 years of service as a Board of Director. In 

1933 he was Chief Hoseman, which few of us in this room recognize as an officer position in 

this company.  In that time, Albert served as President of the company in 1943 which was a 

very challenging period of time for the company as the written record reflects. He served as 

Chief of the Department in 1943, 1943 and 1945 all war years. In 1944 he began his legacy as 

Secretary of the Company with a one year hiatus in 1945 in which he was Treasurer.  Albert 

served as the Secretary from 1945 until his death in 1959, a total of 15 years.  The minutes 

during this period were alive with his presence. 



There is little known about the man Albert was.  What little I could gather is that he was born 

to German immigrants.  He lived on Canal street and had a shop there of what I don’t know.  

He was neighbors with Harold Reynolds Sr., a fellow inductee in the Hall of Fame.  There is 

evidence the two were friends and close.  They were both employees at the Corps of 

Engineer, both were craftsmen and judging by the work they left 

behind, masters of their craft.  Albert and Harold were mentioned 

in the minutes of the Ladies Auxiliary together.  They were 

assigned the daunting task of maintaining the community 

Christmas tree the Ladies had acquired.  They failed miserably as 

documented in the Lady’s minutes a year later where another 

tree needed to be acquired and no mention of the former 

caretakers being assigned to care for this one.  There is a picture 

of Albert in the company band, and his uniform blouse is on 

display in our hall at Station 2.  Life member Lewis Collins recalls 

Albert being a stalwart at the fireman’s carnivals every year 

assisting with the money counting as well as being very good friends with Mr. Reynolds.  

Albert’s wife Miriam was also very active in supporting the efforts of the company through 

the Ladies Auxiliary.  His son, Paul, who was one of the first inductees into our Hall of Fame, 

dedicated his life in service to the town of Chesapeake City through the efforts of the fire 

company which demonstrates Albert’s influence on the history and traditions of this 

company down through the history of this department. 

As we continue in service year after year, it is very important that we strive to remember 

those who have contributed so much to this organization and their part in why we are still an 

important and vital part of this community.  It becomes difficult to feel the person behind the 

statistics as the time passes and fewer and fewer people remember.  Still, I feel it is worth the 

effort.  Tonight, it is an honor to present to you the first founding member of our organization 

to be inducted into the Hall of Fame of the Volunteer Fire Company #1 of Chesapeake City 

Inc., a man who spent a lifetime of service to our parents and grandparents and the 

community of Chesapeake City, a man who shared this passion with his family and friends 

and passed this love of neighbor onto his children.  It is my great honor and pleasure to 

present to you Chief James Albert Stapp Sr. as the newest member of the Hall of Fame of the 

Volunteer Fire Company #1 of Chesapeake City, Inc. 

 


